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761—117.15 (306C) Development directory signing.
117.15(1) Definition. “Development directory sign” means a type of on-premises sign displaying a

message that is limited to the names of two or more businesses located within a commercial or industrial
development. The sign may also display the name of the development. The sign must be located within
the limits of the development but may be located anywhere within the development regardless of land
ownership.

117.15(2) Limitation. Each business within the development is limited to its name appearing on
not more than two development directory signs visible to traffic proceeding in any one direction on any
primary highway.

117.15(3) Commercial or industrial development. A development directory sign must be located
within a commercial or industrial development. For the purposes of this rule, a commercial or industrial
development is a single premises that meets all of the following requirements:

a. All of the lots, regardless of whether they are individually owned, are contiguous, except for
roadways or driveways providing access to lots or common areas within the development.

b. No part of the development is separated from another part by a primary highway.
c. The development is approved for the establishment of commercial or industrial activities by

an authorized governing authority, and is occupied by commercial or industrial activities. The term
“commercial or industrial activities” is defined in Iowa Code section 306C.10.

d. The development is subject to a common development and common use plan that provides for
common areas such as sidewalks, roadways, parking, storage, and service areas, to which all businesses
within the development have irrevocable shared use and shared property rights, and for which they have
irrevocable shared obligations.

e. The development operates through an association or other entity, actively managed and
maintained, through which all lot owners have irrevocable rights and obligations with respect to the
development and its common areas.

f. The development and the businesses within the development present themselves to the public
as a common development through signage or other marketing efforts.

g. The common areas of the development have necessary and true value to the regular operations
of the businesses within the development, andwere created for purposes other than establishing eligibility
for development directory signing.
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